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For the historian of American soil evolution there are few more challenging questions than those suggested a long generation ago by Edward Eggleston in his littlevolume on the transit of civilization. Most of those questions have never been satisfactorily answered, though they have received perennial consideration since the appearance of Frederick J. Turner's provocative essay convinced his disciples that the significance of the frontier was the central theme of American history. We cian takes his place beside the merchant capitalist; the schoolmaster, however poorly trained, wields an influence beyond that of the skilled artisan or the unlettered farmer. There is even room for the political theorist or the economist, ifhe is able to demonstrate in some fashion the utility of his theories. The Bucks believe that few of these pioneers were conscious of their cultural function. But on such a point they must be indulging in the typically American method of guessing, for they present no evidence to prove how much "economic advancement" outweighed "selfless devotion to a cause" in the motivation of westward migration in America. friends who show so many of the characteristics of the young pioneers of this district, the two young heroes of the story, David Ewing and his Irish friend, Pat Shane. They willenjoy the excitement and strategy of frontier wilderness fighting. They willenjoy the account of the long hunt on which David and Pat set out and from which they returned in so resourceful and hardy a way. They willenjoy reading about all the intimate physical background of fron-
